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Nuclear Regulatory Commission § 72.140 

(5) means to minimize the quantity 
of radioactive wastes generated. 

(b) Waste treatment. Radioactive 
waste treatment facilities must be pro-
vided. Provisions must be made for the 
packing of site-generated low-level 
wastes in a form suitable for storage 
onsite awaiting transfer to disposal 
sites. 

[53 FR 31658, Aug. 19, 1988, as amended at 66 
FR 51843, Oct. 11, 2001] 

§ 72.130 Criteria for decommissioning. 
The ISFSI or MRS must be designed 

for decommissioning. Provisions must 
be made to facilitate decontamination 
of structures and equipment, minimize 
the quantity of radioactive wastes and 
contaminated equipment, and facili-
tate the removal of radioactive wastes 
and contaminated materials at the 
time the ISFSI or MRS is permanently 
decommissioned. 

Subpart G—Quality Assurance 

SOURCE: 64 FR 56122, Oct. 15, 1999, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 72.140 Quality assurance require-
ments. 

(a) Purpose. This subpart describes 
quality assurance requirements that 
apply to design, purchase, fabrication, 
handling, shipping, storing, cleaning, 
assembly, inspection, testing, oper-
ation, maintenance, repair, modifica-
tion of structures, systems, and compo-
nents, and decommissioning that are 
important to safety. As used in this 
subpart, ‘‘quality assurance’’ comprises 
all those planned and systematic ac-
tions necessary to provide adequate 
confidence that a structure, system, or 
component will perform satisfactorily 
in service. Quality assurance includes 
quality control, which comprises those 
quality assurance actions related to 
control of the physical characteristics 
and quality of the material or compo-
nent to predetermined requirements. 
The certificate holder and applicant for 
a CoC are responsible for the quality 
assurance requirements as they apply 
to the design, fabrication, and testing 
of a spent fuel storage cask until pos-
session of the spent fuel storage cask is 
transferred to the licensee. The li-

censee and the certificate holder are 
also simultaneously responsible for 
these quality assurance requirements 
through the oversight of contractors 
and subcontractors. 

(b) Establishment of program. Each li-
censee, applicant for a license, certifi-
cate holder, applicant for a CoC shall 
establish, maintain, and execute a 
quality assurance program satisfying 
each of the applicable criteria of this 
subpart, and satisfying any specific 
provisions which are applicable to the 
licensee’s, applicant’s for a license, cer-
tificate holder’s, and applicant’s for a 
CoC activities. The licensee, applicant 
for a license, certificate holder, and ap-
plicant for a CoC shall execute the ap-
plicable criteria in a graded approach 
to an extent that is commensurate 
with the quality assurance require-
ments’ importance to safety. The qual-
ity assurance program must cover the 
activities identified in this subpart 
throughout the life of the activity. For 
licensees, this includes activities from 
the site selection through decommis-
sioning prior to termination of the li-
cense. For certificate holders, this in-
cludes activities from development of 
the spent fuel storage cask design 
through termination of the CoC. 

(c) Approval of program. (1) Each li-
censee, applicant for a license, certifi-
cate holder, or applicant for a CoC 
shall file a description of its quality as-
surance program, including a discus-
sion of which requirements of this sub-
part are applicable and how they will 
be satisfied, in accordance with § 72.4. 

(2) Each licensee shall obtain Com-
mission approval of its quality assur-
ance program prior to receipt of spent 
fuel and/or reactor-related GTCC waste 
at the ISFSI or spent fuel, high-level 
radioactive waste, and/or reactor-re-
lated GTCC waste at the MRS. Each li-
censee or applicant for a specific li-
cense shall obtain Commission ap-
proval of its quality assurance program 
before commencing fabrication or test-
ing of a spent fuel storage cask. 

(3) Each certificate holder or appli-
cant for a CoC shall obtain Commission 
approval of its quality assurance pro-
gram before commencing fabrication or 
testing of a spent fuel storage cask. 

(d) Previously-approved programs. A 
quality assurance program previously 
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